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"All Indian public schools try to give more
or less the same kind of physical, mental and
emotional education, as the needs of their
boys are the same in these respects. But
their needs are not the same when it comes
to religious education. One or two of the
schools contain boys almost all of one
religion; others contain Hindus, Muslims,
Sikhs, Christians, Parsees and Jews; yet
others have a majority of boys of one
religion and a minority, too large to ignore*
of boys of another. Obviously, no one
system of religious education will suit schools
of these very diflFerent types. Each must
suit its religious education to its boys."1
India's population is heterogenous in religious
composition. Its educational system must accom-
modate scholars of diflFerent religions and there-
fore must be necessarily secular. The State owes
a duty to all its children irrespective of their
religion or creed*
Gandhiji has therefore deliberately omitted
religious instruction in the sense of teaching deno-
minational religions. He writes:
* The Indian Public School, pp, 72-73.